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STUDENT DRUG AND ALCOHOL TESTING POLICY

The Board of Education believes that the use of alcohol or drugs by students who participate in extra-curricular activities presents a particular hazard to the health, safety, and welfare of the students.  The Board encourages students to participate in extra-curricular activities, but the opportunity to participate in any of these elective activities is not an absolute right.  Rather, it is a privilege offered to eligible students on an equal opportunity basis.  To be eligible to try out for, or to participate in, any school sponsored extra-curricular activity, students must agree to submit to testing for the use of drugs and alcohol, if selected in accordance with this policy.  This policy shall apply to all school sponsored extra-curricular activities for which no academic credit is awarded.

A).  It is the intention of the Board of Education that this policy protect the health, welfare, and safety of students engaged in extra-curricular activities and to establish minimal standards of eligibility for such activities.  Its purpose is to better assure a student’s health, and physical and mental fitness to participate in extra-curricular activities and not to provide a means by which the district may punish a student rather than barring such student from participation in extra-curricular activities.  Therefore, the positive results of any drug or alcohol test administered pursuant to this policy will be used for determining eligibility to try out for and participate in extra-curricular activities and for no other disciplinary purpose.

B).  Students who wish to try out for and/or participate in school sponsored extra-curricular activities shall be randomly tested for drugs and/or alcohol in accordance with this policy.  The student identification number of such students shall be sent to the independent testing laboratory.  Students involved in extra-curricular activities will be subject to testing for the entire school year.  The school district shall at least annually direct the testing lab to randomly select by student identification number up to 8% of the students participating in extra-curricular activities.  The testing lab shall then notify the school district of which identification numbers have been selected.  Those selected shall be notified by the school district and tested that same day, if possible.  The student to be tested shall complete a specimen control form which shall bear an assigned number without the knowledge of the school district.  On that form, the student must identify prescription medications which he/she is currently taking pursuant to a doctor’s authorization.  This testing shall be monitored by an adult monitor from the testing lab and/or Mendota Community Hospital.  The student shall produce the sample in a bathroom that has had its faucets temporarily disabled to prevent tampering and the water therein shall be treated with dye.  The monitor shall remain directly outside the bathroom and shall note any unusual circumstances, behavior, or appearance of the student or specimen.  After the sample is produced, the monitor shall check it for temperature and tampering and then transfer it to a vial.  If a student refuses to be tested, that student shall be deemed to have tested positive, and shall be subject to the disciplinary measures mandated by this policy.

C).  The samples shall be sent to an independent laboratory which shall test for alcohol and/or drugs.  The identity of a particular student shall not determine which drugs shall be tested for.  The tests conducted shall look only for drugs and/or alcohol and not for whether a student is, for example, epileptic, pregnant, or diabetic.
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D).  If a sample tests positive, a second confirming test of the same sample shall be administered as soon as possible to confirm the result.  If the second test is negative, no further action shall be taken.  If the second test is positive, the medical review officer shall attempt to talk with the student as soon as possible.  The district reserves the right to consult the medical review officers with questionable results.  If a student refuses to take the drug test, it will result in a violation and deemed as a positive screen.  If this is the student’s first violation, the student’s parents shall be notified and the school administrator shall convene a meeting with the student and his or her parents at which the student shall be suspended for the appropriate 1st offense consequence and shall be required to participate in an assistance counseling program.  A student who is notified of a positive test will be released to parents/guardians after the meeting.  A second violation, or refusal by the student to complete the extra-curricular suspension and counseling described for the first violation, shall result in the appropriate 2nd offense violation consequence.  A third violation shall result in the appropriate 3rd offense violation consequence.

For purposes of this policy, a “season” shall generally be considered to include the time from the tryouts (if none, then the first practice, rehearsal, etc.) through the last event, competition, or performance.  Any student suspended from extra-curriculars pursuant to this policy (including those who were deemed to test positive by reason of their refusal to be tested) shall not be allowed to participate in any extra-curricular activity during the period of the suspension.

Prior to trying out for and/or participating in school sponsored extra-curricular activities, students and parents/guardians must sign a form consenting to the testing.  A consent form will be distributed to all students and shall read as follows:

I wish to try out for and/or participate in a school sponsored extra-curricular activity 

__________________________________(identify activity).  I have read the Board of Education’s extra-curricular drug and alcohol testing policy for students, and I understand the Board of Education’s policy and procedures and consent to follow said policy and procedures, including being subjected to drug and alcohol testing, as a condition of participation in 

extra-curricular activities.  I understand that if I disobey the rules I will be excluded from the opportunity to participate in extra-curricular activities as proved in the Board’s policies and procedures.  Further, I also authorize the release of the results of such a test to the school district and my parents and/or guardians.

I, _________________________________, parent of _________________________________, 

acknowledge my son’s/daughter’s wish to try out for and/or participate in school sponsored extra-curricular activities.  I have read the Board of Education’s Drug and Alcohol Testing Policy for students and I consent to my son/daughter being subject to the drug and alcohol testing as a condition of participation in extra-curricular activities.  I also authorize the information concerning the results of such test to be released to the school district.
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General Information

Random Selection of Participants for Testing:  At the beginning of each school year, each participant will be assigned a number by the administration.  Students will be eligible for random drug testing throughout the school year.  The student numbers will be randomly selected from the testing lab, and the students tested in the order of selection.

Carry Over:  If the season for an extra-curricular activity does not allow the participant to successfully complete the suspension, the suspension will carry over to the next season in which participation occurs.  No award for such participant will be given until the suspension is completed.  The participant may be required to practice with his/her team during this period of suspension.

Noncompliance:  If the extra-curricular participant or his/her guardians refused to sign the consent form for substance abuse testing, the student will not be permitted to be a member of the activity until the consent form is signed.  Also, if the extra-curricular participant refuses to be tested or does not complete the test as instructed, the participant will be considered in violation of this policy and automatically ineligible as a participant.

Self-Reporting/Admission:  Student self-reporting is a process designed to allow a student to recognize a prohibited substance problem and bring it to the attention of staff and/or an administrator.  Under this policy a student receives no consequence for self-reporting, but must undergo a substance abuse assessment and counseling.  This is a non-punitive referral.  However, once a student is randomly selected, the self-reporting process is no longer an option.  Second and subsequent self-reports will be reviewed individually in regard to the basis for the self-report, this policy and the extra-curricular code.

Under this policy, a student receives no consequence for self-reporting, but must undergo a substance abuse assessment and counseling.  This is a non-punitive referral.  However, once a student is randomly selected, the self-reporting process is no longer an option.  Second and subsequent self-reports will be reviewed individually.

1st Reading:  June 26, 2006

2nd Reading:  August 21, 2006
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